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Summer is not quite upon us but its magic is: Green hills, gardens (however soggy), school’s out, travel, 4-wheeling, hiking, boating, or just driving around in this amazing country. Morel production seemed down from last year, and is certainly late, but a few
meals of nice ones helped to ease the hankering. That’s summer magic for sure (OK, spring too), and it’s all good—including the
fact that, once again, White Bird Days is upon us. The rain will take a break and we will get to enjoy this special time. Right?

Summer Happenings
Community Yard Sale is set for June 11 & 12.

Calling all Kids…This year the kids’ summer

program begins Monday, June 20, 9:30-12N at the library.
• Reading and storytelling
Come join us for a
• Gina’s great art projects
little summer fun.
• Activities
Questions?
Call 839-2625.
• Lunch

White Bird Days

Wait for it...

Our annual town celebration is scheduled for June 17-18—Father’s Day weekend. There will be plenty of fun in store for all ages,
as you will see on the next two pages. Expect a blowout good time celebrating “Cowboy Boots & Country Roots.”
Just for the Hill of It. June 11, 8 AM. This annual bike challenge to the top of White Bird hill is sponsored by Syringa Hospital.
It starts at Hammer Creek Park and follows the old highway to the summit, then back down for picnic lunch at Hammer Creek.
For information call 208-983-8550 or 208-962-3892 or visit Syringa’s website at www.syringahospital.org/calendar.
Farmers’ Market. The time and location of White Bird’s version is to be determined—but it will happen. Growers, producers
and artisans call 839-2478. Farmer’s market reference material is available at the library.

● Call for Volunteers ●
It’s your town. Jump right in and take your pick...
•

Decorate White Bird: 6/4, 10 AM at the park

•

Last WB Days planning meeting: 6/9, 6 PM at Mac’s

•

4-H cleanup: 6/11, 9 AM at the park (help the kids)

•

WB Days setup: 6/17, 9 AM at the park

•

Help with games: 6/18, 12-3 PM at the school

•

Bring potluck items: 6/18, AM drop off @ school

•

WB Days cleanup: 6/19, 10 AM at the park

Community Briefs
Adopt-A-Pole. The Chamber is sponsoring this promotion for the
White Bird area. With all the visitors White Bird will be hosting in
the future, wouldn't it be great to have displays around town for all
to see! Promote your business, organization or blow White Bird’s
horn. For information see the posters around town or call 839-2444.
Community Garden. Would have been a great thing to do but
there’s just too much going on this year. Lets try next year.
Recycling. Monthly pickups are usually 3d Saturdays at the highway kiosk. Because of WB Days, there will be no pickup in June.
White Bird’s May collection was the biggest yet—two big pickup
loads. In about two months we’ll forget this kiosk silliness and
again be able to drop recycling off in Grangeville when we shop.

Call Barb 839-2444 (or just show up)
Your Community Needs You

Congratulations, grads! Go forth, prosper and do some good.

Grand Marshals: of the 2011 White Bird Days Parade
The Lindseys of White Bird

Standing: Gerald, Thomas (Tucker), Darrell (Smiley), Walter
Seated: Viola (Hooty), Bonnie, Elaine, Josephine

As part of the 2011 White Bird Days celebration, we honor the Lindsey family siblings. They are this year’s parade Grand
Marshalls. The Lindseys have been community-minded folks in the Salmon River canyon for many years, helping neighbors
and friends in the White Bird area and throughout Idaho County.
In the fall of 1942, the Lindseys moved from the Clearwater River to Fiddle Creek, the site of the current Fiddle Creek Fruit
Stand. Three years later they moved to “The Ranch”, the old Colin Rhodes place just up the creek in White Bird. In 1948 they
moved to the site of the current post office, where they stayed for many years, until the kids grew and pursued their adult lives.
The footprint the Lindseys have left in Salmon River country can be seen with a keen eye. Mining has always been a big part
of the Lindsey family history but a multitude of other activities can be noticed, from the Lucile fox farm to logging companies
and world famous restaurants and cooks, to local stores and businesses and lavish gardens (And in the old days, if you asked
nicely, maybe even a little moonshine). But more important, the legacy of the Lindseys are all the good neighbors and
friends—people of White Bird.
Including the Grand Marshals’ parents and grand parents, six generations of Lindseys have made their mark on the Salmon
River canyon and Idaho County. In the wake of having eight siblings that also means having almost countless children, grand
children and great grandchildren to carry on the Lindsey name and footprint in White Bird.
Once again, The Lindseys are honored to be the 2011 Grand Marshals for White Bird Days. Join them in saying Let ‘er Rip.
— Details contributed by Walter Lindsey, photo by Smiley —

White Bird Days 2011
“Cowboy Boots & Country Roots”
Schedule of events
Friday, June 17
Setup: Help us get it off to a good start; gather at 10 AM in the park.
Rodeo: White Bird Days Rodeo. Two miles south of town at the White Bird Arena.
Steer riding 6:15 PM
Rodeo 6:30 PM
Music and dancing: “White Bird Jam Band.” Starts about 8:30 PM down town.

Saturday, June 18
Pre-parade Happenings, in town:
• Cowboy Breakfast in the IOOF Hall, 7:00 AM. Sponsored by the White Bird Rodeo.
• Horse pucky ticket sales
• Duck Derby ticket sales
• 50/50 Raffle ticket sales. Two quilts and half of the take will go to winners.
• Egg toss
Parade: White Bird Days Parade, 11:00 AM, lineup at 10:00
Art Show: Exhibition of local art by Salmon River Art Guild. IOOF Hall, 8:00 AM– 3:00 PM. Free. Besides the wonderful art
there will be kid’s face paintings by Gloria Teats, a silent auction, art sales and voting on a
“Peoples Choice” piece.
History: Nez Perce historical display, next to the antique store.
In the Park:
• T-shirt and hat sales
• Pie booth
• Arts and crafts vendors
• Parade judges and mingling
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At the Community Center (Old White Bird School): 12-3 PM
• Greet Grand Marshalls, volunteer of year award, parade prizes.
• White Bird history display
• Chicken Bar-B-Q and old time family potluck (bring items).
• Duck Derby winners announced: 12 N.
• Smokey Bear & Friends
• 4-H petting zoo
• Stick horse booth
• Sawdust Dig and kids’ games, incl. arcade, relay races and tug of war (get your team signed up).
• Horseshoe toss, open gaming
• Continual music recorded by Keith Ray
Vendors:
• Food: Mac’s, Silver Dollar, China Café booth, Burgers by Nicole
• Crafts: Six booths
Rodeo: White Bird Days Rodeo. Two miles south of town at the White Bird Arena.
Steer riding 4:45 PM
Rodeo 5:00 PM
Music and dancing: “White Bird Jam Band.” Starts about 8:30 PM down town.
White Bird Days 2011 is sponsored by the White Bird Chamber of Commerce, local businesses
and organizations, our many volunteers and the White Bird Rodeo Committee, Thank you all !

Rebekahs dedicated the Veteran’s Memorial at city park. Nice crowd, nice ceremony.
Grow your own. Morels aren’t the only mushrooms out now. My daughter gave me this shitake “mushroom patch” and I gave it a try. The
ugly thing actually produced some shitakes
(watching the patch progress from white to
brown made me see how appropriate their name
is). I ate these two and they were quite good,
except for the rubbery stems. More coming.

Gatherings and Meetings

White Bird Library

White Bird Days Planning Meeting. June 9th, 6 PM at Mac’s.
Next Chamber meeting: June 27, 6 PM at Bryan and Barb Lowe’s home. This
one features a potluck picnic. Please join us. Last meeting till September.
Next Newsletter: September 1 (quarterly).

Your Community Resource
Hours

Tue, Wed, Sat, 10 AM-1; Thu, 3-5 PM

Library Committee: 1st Wednesdays, 10 AM at the library.

839-2805, 839-2866

Women’s Social: 3d Saturdays, 1-3 PM. Place varies. 839-2625
Salmon River Art Guild: 2nd Thurs, 10 AM at Gresham Studio. 839-2808
Fit & Fall-Proof exercise class will start again in the fall. 839-9944.
City Council. 2nd Fridays, 6 PM at the community center.

Problems with weeds? Brush? My 15
hungry goats will take care of it for you.

White Bird’s Churches
Community Church.
White Bird Catholic.

● RENT-A-GOAT ●

Worship 3 PM Sundays.
Worship 9 AM Saturdays.

Base rate, $5 per day

Pleasant View Baptist. Worship 10 AM Sundays, Sunday school 9 AM.
KIDS! Vacation Bible School, June 13–15, 9 AM – 3 PM
Music and Games, including a Bounce House
Lunch and Snacks
Need transportation? Call 208-983-0997 or 839-2220
Parents Night: Wed. night 7-8 PM. Dessert after program
Please join us for a time of fun and learning

www.moonshadowfarms.info

Canyon House
Espresso, Ice Cream, Gifts, New Hats
Two bedroom vacation suite

White Bird Precipitation.

White Bird has had a steady uptick in rainfall over the last five years. Accord- Celebrating White Bird Days With You
ing to weather.com our annual average is just under 17”. If that’s true, either
839-2777 or www.canyon-house.com
this is a short-term anomaly, we are simply in a wet phase, or what the climate
change scientists tell us is also true: to expect more extreme weather and some areas will become much drier while other areas
much wetter. Guess we just have to hang around and keep the raincoats handy to find out.
A common conversation here in Salmon River country is about lack of water. Not last year—and definitely not so far this year.
May is one of our wettest months, but the one just past seems a little over the top. This year we got over six inches in May. That
is far above any month in the last six years. It would be interesting to compare it in the context of more history. Unfortunately,
previous data weren’t recorded at White Bird. I just know our garden is struggling to keep its nose above water.
Precipitation

Jan

Feb

Mar

Apr

May

Jun

Jul

Aug

Sep

Oct

Nov

Dec

Total

Average, ’06 -’07 *

0.56

1.15

1.34

1.75

1.66

2.65

0.39

0.62

1.91

1.00

1.82

1.20

16.05

2008

1.40

1.56

1.62

2.75

2.99

1.48

0.27

1.35

1.04

0.56

1.96

2.22

19.15

2009

2.08

0.54

2.90

1.31

1.98

3.54

0.76

3.73

0.09

1.12

1.56

0.62

20.23

2010

1.91

0.43

1.55

1.96

3.33

5.46

1.10

1.99

1.01

2.02

2.04

2.05

24.85

2011

1.33

1.71

2.81

1.78

6.27

See more detail and graphs on the library message board. * “06 and ’07 were almost identical.

Odds and ends
Environmentalist? Now there is a knee-jerk word. The image it conjures for
some people is of a radical tree hugger, out to be a do-gooder (at least in his/her
own mind) at any cost. Someone asked me if I am an environmentalist. I said,
You bet, but not the kind you mean. I think everyone should be an environmentalist, in the sense that they should understand that everything in Nature is connected—often hooked together in not-so-obvious ways. We can’t do anything
in Nature without effecting something else, which often comes back to bite us
in the butt later on. It is important to think about the unintended consequences
of what we do out there. What we call “the environment” is where we live.
White Bird has some of the finest deer and elk habitat anywhere, and that
makes it great habitat for predators. Where there be prey...well, you know.
Large predator loss in any natural system strongly impacts it in complex ways.
Riparian habitats (along water systems) support more birds than any other habitat type. They are especially important for long-distance migratory songbirds,
which are experiencing serious declines. Stream corridors are also favored by
migrating species because they are bug, seed and fruit rich, and not insignificantly, offer water. In a natural balance, native bugs eat native plants, and native birds eat native bugs. So...take away the vegetation and you don't have
bugs or habitat or migration corridors. Then you get cascading effects that
overflow into other habitats. This is focused on birds, which comprise the majority of vertebrate species pretty much everywhere; thus, mammals, reptiles
and, in particular, cold water fish and amphibians also take a big hit.
Here is an example: Years ago in Yellowstone the elk population grew out of
control. An unnatural alliance between hunters and environmentalists kept authorities from thinning them. The elk were hurting everything. Herds concentrated at attractive and easy places—like along streams. Soon the stream banks
were beat up and vegetation along there disappeared. As you might expect, so
did the bugs that lived there and the birds that hunted them. When the wolves
were reintroduced they took some of the elk, but more important to the stream
habitat, they scattered the concentrated herds. Birds and bugs returned.
When you talk wolves, two sides are most vocal: the ones who want to kill all
of them and the ones who want to save them all. Over time, predator/prey relationships settle down to a pretty stable state. Trouble is, we won’t or can’t wait
for it. Just ask a rancher. So wolf control is necessary and I’m for it. If you go
all the way, however, you run into those unintended consequences.
New birds in town. Along with the usual evening and black-headed grosbeaks,
a female blue grosbeak showed up at our feeder. They belong way south of us.
Dennis Harvey spotted Eurasian collared doves here. Introduced to the Caribbean in the ‘70s, there have since been sightings way out from there, like here.

White Bird Creek
Wood Crafts
Brian Lowe

208-839-2444

barbird@frontiernet.net

Killgore Adventures
Jet Boat Steelhead Fishing
Hells Canyon & Salmon River
www.killgoreadventures.com
839-2255

Stark Plumbing
● Residential & Commercial ●
Clint Stark
948 Denver Rd. Grangeville, Idaho 83530
Mobile: 983-7210
or 983-5612
Office: 983-1719
Local: 839-2242

Mary Kay Cosmetics
~ Now available in White Bird ~
Ginnie Hanson
839-2721

Silver Dollar Bar

A friend passes. We buried Gus today—our
border terrier, who was with us almost 16
years—15 of it in White Bird. He filled two
A White Bird, Idaho gathering place
niches nicely for us: Jane’s memories tend to be
about them together around home, and I like to
good drinks
remember the times he and I shared out on the
good company
land. We saw him in a standoff with a badger
839-2293
one time, and the marmots on our place showed
themselves at their peril. He shredded a rattlesnake once, but not before it got him twice in the cheek. Sick puppy. Gus was as gentle as he was
fierce. And he bore the singular honor of having saluted a federal agent’s boot. We’ll miss him.
Now we have a new puppy, named Gabe—same brand as Gus—who turned out to be an off-thewall handful. He’s finally settling in and if he becomes anything like Gus was, we will be very
happy (and if we train Gabe properly, another Fed might get a boot salute).

White Bird Library News

The Will James Society generously donated twelve books to the
White Bird Community Library. These books tell stories of real
cowboy life: western genre books written and illustrated by Will
James for readers of all ages. You may have read the Will James
classic horse story, Smoky. The Society’s Book Gifting Program donates to schools and libraries throughout the U.S. and Canada. They
also send books to soldiers in Iraq and Afghanistan. If you know
such a person or military unit anywhere that would like some of
these wonderful stories, let the Society know. Donations (tax deductible) are welcome to help them purchase more books through the
Will James Art Company in Billings, MT. For more information
visit their website at www.willjames.org.
Our annual Duck Derby will be at the school on Saturday, June 18, 1
PM. Tickets are available from library volunteers. Many prizes have Will James Society representatives Charlie and Bev Nightengale
and Library Secretary, Kathryn Van Acker.
been donated by Grangeville and White Bird merchants.
The 2010 calendars have been reduced to $5.00. People like to keep these calendars for the historical information they contain.
We acquired some new books, and the Greers have donated science magazines that are available for anyone—free.

The Canyon Art Scene
June 10, July 8, August 12. Salmon River Art Guild will display art at the Wine Tasting, Art & Food event in Riggins
(Confluence Orchard on Main St.). Each month will feature a
different state wine, with food and music by a local restaurant.
An artist will be painting on site. 5-8 PM (MT)
SRAG hopes to display at the WB Farmer's Mkt. this summer.
For information on meetings, workshops, joining or other
items contact; srag.idaho@gmail.com , 839-2493, or 2808.

Putting the community center to good use:
Salmon River Art Guild hosts an oil painting class by Steve Henderson

June 18. WHITE BIRD DAYS ART SHOW AND SALE
IOOF Hall, 8am to 3pm. Free.
Silent auction: 8am – 2:30pm
Special event: Children’s Face Painting by Gloria Teats
Come and see how talented your local artists are, bid on the silent
auction (fabulous art available), and vote for “People’s Choice.”
Enjoy or purchase member art and crafts. Every purchase helps the
artists bring professional instructors to White Bird. So far in 2011
the guild has had two workshops; one on “Chip-Carving Gourds”,
Beverly Callihan with some of her paintings.
taught by Alan Sweeney of Caldwell, and an oil workshop by
Steve Henderson of Dayton, Washington. The Guild thanks you all for your support! Call 839-2493 for information.
This year SRAG will have a new section for youth art. Local children, K-12, are invited to show one piece of their art at the
White Bird Days show. Each item must be framed and have wire for hanging (no saw-tooth hangers). Several local kids show
promise in artistic directions. For example, look for one of Beverley Callihan’s paintings (above) at the show, along with other
children’s work. This kid has potential. You will be surprised at the quality of her work. She’s getting plenty of encouragement.
With that and proper training Beverly will just keep getting better at her art, and who knows where that will go.

Who knows what evil lurks…?
We tend to think in terms of what we can see, pretty much ignoring the rest. Around
White Bird there’s plenty we don’t see—such as all of those things that roam around
after dark. These images, from a local person’s trail cam (not ours), reveal a bobcat and
a cougar that showed up to pose for the camera. No bait, they just wandered by. That’s
what trails are for, right? So it isn't only The Shadow who knows—now we do, too.

Opening Morning
(Contributed by a local person who didn’t want to be named) In our house the lead-up to

opening day of hunting season carries great anticipation. The two old farts who live
here, and their good friend, have been hunting together for many years. On the day before season opened, we gathered the gear, sighted in our guns, made sure the boots still
fit, and decided where to go for the perfect hunt. After tossing and turning all night,
waiting for the alarm to go off, it finally did and we rolled out of bed, ready to head for
the hills. Each of us had drawn elk and mule deer tags and even sacked our wallets for
white tail tags. We picked up our friend at his place and off we went in the dark.
We had decided to hike a place we call “cardiac hill,” that leads to a pass above a big
bowl, where we’ve seen big bucks and some elk in the past. We parked the rigs and started up “cardiac hill.” The guys lagged
behind, so I took off by myself on the trail into the timber. I walked slowly, trying not to spook anything, when a bunch of blue
grouse exploded out of the trees and glided out into the morning light. Hoping the racket didn’t scare any animals nearby, I
started off again. I caught some movement ahead in the trees and, as I peeked
around
a big fir, I saw a white tail buck—then two, and then three—and they
~ Now Open ~
didn’t see me. I watched them for a while and, as the guys caught up, the bucks
flagged us and off they went. It didn’t matter, they were on the small side and
we had higher expectations. We reached the top of the hill and stopped to glass
the bowl for mule deer. Sure enough, there they were right below us. They
A place where friends meet
worked their way down the hill and bedded down. There was one fairly nice
Wed, Thu, Sun 11 AM-8 PM. Fri, Sat 11-9
four point in the bunch. We decided to split up: our friend would work his way
Bar open 11– close, Wed-Sun
down the hill and we would sneak around the rim of the bowl and come in beKathryn Wolhart
839-2600
hind him. Still hiking uphill and on the edge of the timber, I looked ahead of my
husband and, good lord, there is a big bull elk standing right on the trail 30 yards in front of us. My husband hadn’t seen it and I
was trying to get his attention without scaring the bull. Freeze!! I whispered; he couldn’t hear me. Freeze!!! Finally, he saw the
big guy. By now the bull had stepped behind some scrub brush and, being eight inches shorter than my husband and down hill
behind him, I couldn’t see the bull clearly. Wanting me to bag my first bull, he stepped aside and whispered “SHOOT! SHOOT!
he’s a good bull.” “I can’t see him well enough.” “SHOOT! SHOOT!” he said frantically. I still didn’t have a good shot. The elk
walked off, never to be see again—at least by us. “Why didn’t you shoot?” hubby asked. “I didn’t have a shot.” Oh my, he was
so upset with me. Not only was that bull big, close and right on the trail, it was downhill to the truck. So I said, “Well, we can still get the muley.” “To hell with the muley,” Royal Gem Rebekah Lodge #13
he said, (not quite the word he used), “that was an easy elk.” I have since learned that
no elk is easy to get out—some are just less hard than others.

Mac’s Supper Club

After our hearts slowed, we did go after the mule deer buck. Crawling down the hill to
get to him we saw our friend was ready to join the hunt from there. Even in the rocks
we managed to get within a 100 yards, where we looked him over and decided to pass.
So there we were, on an exceptional opening morning in Salmon River country. Each
of us could have bagged a white tail, a mule deer and one lucky bull elk. Back at the
truck, the laughter of recounting the events of the morning, and downing a cold beer,
really made us feel like the three old farts we are. But we were thankful for our Idaho
County: Where else could we have had so much fun in the process of getting skunked.
All of which proves what we knew all along—that “It ain’t all in the gittin.”

We are please to announce the
Winners of this year’s scholarships:
Tyler Zumwalt, $250 to help
attend the University of Idaho
Tate Stowers, $150 to help attend
Blue Mountain Community College.

Our congratulations to all grads!

New Mandatory Off-Highway Vehicle (OHV) Education Law for Idaho. In the 2011 session, legislators passed SB1001,
which instituted a couple of key changes to Off-Highway Vehicle education requirements. The impact on you? All unlicensed
riders who wish to operate an OHV on National Forest roads are required to take an OHV safety course. And all riders age 15
and under who wish to operate an OHV on roads must be supervised, meaning that if you are riding on any road with your child
you must be in a position to provide close support, assistance or direction. If you are not riding with your child you must be
within 300 ft to supervise their operation on any road, in a position to provide close support, assistance or direction. More info at:
http://parksandrecreation.idaho.gov/recreation/mandatoryeducation.aspx. Contributed by Brenda Heckman.

A Wonderful Bird is the Pelican...
His bill will hold more than his belican.
He can take in his beak
Food enough for a week,
But I’m damned if I see how the helican.
— Ogden Nash —

In case you didn’t see them, eight American white pelicans stopped off at
White Bird in April, and confirmed the name of our town. At the concrete
rubble from the old bridge at Copperville, they rested, roosted, fished and
romanced for a week or so. Prominent but temporary bill knobs (both sexes)
put the timing at breeding season. Lots of displaying was going on, which
Nancy Gresham caught very nicely (below) from the west side of the river.

←

Maybe these pelicans nested around here, but they were probably just resting, on their way through. They breed regularly at
Klamath Lake and sporadically at Malheur near Burns, Oregon. Also in southeastern Idaho and Yellowstone. The big breeding
areas, however, are across eastern Montana and North Dakota, where the many potholes probably attract them. Travelling
through there one June we saw thousands of the strange flying dinosaurs along I-90.

These impressive birds can have wingspans up to 10’. Sometimes they exhibit odd behavior. Several years ago, when we
lived way up Doumecq Road, a flock of pelicans came down
and swirled around like a slow tornado just over our house. At
the coast you can sometimes see them sailing inches above the
wave crests, without flicking a wing. There must be updrafts
along the wave lines that keep them airborne. It is a great sight.

From the Web: American White Pelicans feed on fishes, salamanders and crayfish, and often fly great distances between
feeding and nesting areas. They are common in the Great Plains,
often seen cooperatively fishing on large water bodies and riding
the thermals in sizable flocks during migration. During the
breeding season, both sexes grow a horny knob on top of the
bill. Knob size depends on the individual’s age and breeding
experience and is shed after eggs are laid.
At approximately 3-4 weeks of age the young gather into large groups called crèches, while adults are away feeding. Adults return to feed their own chicks, which they recognize from hundreds of others. In flight, pelicans are easily recognized by their
crooked, s-shaped necks, bulky white bodies, orange bills, short bright yellow to orange legs and short tail. In flight you can tell
them from snow geese by the full length black underwing. Brown pelicans inhabits our SE coast, from TX, around FL to NC.
Some cultures believe that birds are associated with the spirits of recently departed people. If so, Jane thought it appropriate that
Jim Killgore’s spirit was so well represented, in that it took eight big pelicans to do the job. They surely timed their visit well.

